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From: Megan Rocha  
Date: Tue, Jan 19, 2010 at 9:58 AM 
Subject: Comments Draft Regional Profile 
To: Darci Connor  
Cc: Evan Fox  
 
Hello Darci, 
  
As we discussed, please find my comments to the Draft Regional Profile 
attached. Many of them simply reiterate some of the things we talked about 
previously. And please, give me a call if you have any questions or need 
clarification on anything we discussed last week. Thanks. 
  
Much peace, 
  
Megan Rocha 
Assistant Self-Governance Officer 
Yurok Tribe 

































From: Richard Alvarez  
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2010 2:45 PM 
To: MLPAComments 
Subject: Draft Regional Profile 
 
 
My apologies for this tardy comment regarding the Draft Regional Profile for the 
NCR. 
  
You acknowledge many of the efforts from various programs from Humboldt 
State University but lacking from this list are the contributions from the Scientific 
Diving Program. Students enrolled in the PE 471 Scientific Diving course have 
assisted with the CICORE monitoring of Eel grass depth limits in Humboldt Bay, 
in addition to being the divers who collect the data from the North Coast sites for 
Reefcheck California. We have collaborated in the past with Fish and Game to 
survey the PGR and conduct size/frequency surveys of Red urchins and 
Abalone. I do not know if it is possible to include this in the final draft of the 
document, but the program has been a valuable part of scientific data gathering 
along the north coast and is an underutilized tool that could be very valuable in 
the future monitoring of the proposed MPAs. Feel free to contact me at the below 
address if there is any way to  add information about the Scientific Diving 
program here at HSU. 
  
Richard Alvarez 
Diving Safety Officer 
Humboldt State University Scientific Diving Program 







From: D Mahoney  
Sent: Monday, February 01, 2010 2:24 PM 
To: MLPAComments 
Subject: Fw: Fwd: MPLA Initiative comment 
 
 
I apologize if you have received multiple copies of this email and 
attachments. I have encountered typographic issues while 
entering the edress. 
  
 
Always, 
Raja Storr 
 
----- Forwarded Message ---- 
From: Raja Storr  
To: MPLAComments@resources.ca.gov 
Cc: detnesh 
Sent: Mon, February 1, 2010 2:18:04 PM 
Subject: Fwd: MPLA Initiative comment 
 
 
----- Forwarded Message ----- 
From: Raja Storr  
To: MPLAComments@resources.ca.gov 
Sent: Monday, February 1, 2010 2:13:46 PM GMT -08:00 US/Canada Pacific 
Subject: Re: MPLA Initiative comment 
 
my apology, NOW I have attached the document. 
 
 
----- Original Message ----- 
From: Raja Storr  
To: MPLAComments@resources.ca.gov 
Sent: Monday, February 1, 2010 2:09:47 PM GMT -08:00 US/Canada Pacific 
Subject: MPLA Initiative comment 
 
I have attached a document formatted for word 2007 as well as one which is 
compatible with ms word 1997-2003. It is in response to the invited comments 

mailto:MPLAComments@resources.ca.gov
mailto:MPLAComments@resources.ca.gov
mailto:MPLAComments@resources.ca.gov


regarding the MPLA Initiative. 
I appreciate your consideration. 
 
Raja Storr 
Arcata, CA 
 
HSU student 
Tolowa Nation, enrolled tribal member and  
Tolowa Nation, environmental committee member 



1 February 2010 

From:  Tolowa Nation, P.O. box 213, Fort Dick, CA, 95531 

RE:  California Marine Life Protection Act (MPLA) Initiative  

Tolowa Nation Tribal Council of Del Norte County, CA. respectfully submit the following comments in 

response to California Marine Life Protection Act (MPLA) proposed Draft Regional Profile of the North 

Coast Study Region (Alder Creek to the California‐Oregon Border). 

Tolowa Nation Cultural Gathering and Protection Rights (CGPR) Committee member, Raja Storr, having 

reviewed the Draft Regional Profile of the North Coast Study Region (Alder Creek to the California‐

Oregon Border) strongly recommends that Tolowa Nation Tribal Council stand in opposition of any and 

all of the drafted proposed actions as offered or implied by the MPLA and the State of California. Tolowa 

Nation has a vested interest as a regional stakeholder in the planning process which currently is not 

represented.  

The recommendation of opposition is based upon, but not limited to; information paraphrased or cited 

directly from the body the MPLA’s Draft Regional Profile. Reference to specific portions will be 

identified, as necessary,  in accordance with the MPLA document by section, page number and 

paragraph (¶) followed by Tolowa Nation’s CGPR committee commentary observations. In addition to 

the following selected items and issues, there will follow a statement of conclusion providing an overall 

summary of opinion of both cultural and personal nature. 

Chapter/Section/page#/¶: 

 Executive Summary, ¶3: “marine protected areas ….will be evaluated and redesigned with input from 

the public, a regional stake holder group, a science advisory team, a blue ribbon task force, the California  

Department of Fish and Game (DFG), the California Department of Park and Recreation and other 

interested parties. “ 

 Tolowa Nation’s CGPR: The listed groups, teams, task force(s) California Departments and “other 

interested parties” as offered in the above statements is viewed to be exceptionally vague and does not 

adequately satisfy this committees definition of “informative”. Tolowa Nation’s ability to participate in 

the planning process is hindered due to lack of representation in the regional stakeholders working 

group.  

3.1.3 Estuaries and Lagoons, p.15, ¶3‐4, “Smith River Estuary (including Tillas Slough)” and “Lake Earl” 
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Tolowa Nation’s CGPR: These two areas are critical as numerous significant cultural sites reside within 

these areas of Tolowa indigenous territory. All environmental natural and cultural elements found 

within these areas are minimally protected by Tolowa tribal interests and are, allegedly, already under 

state and federal “protected status” as well. 

  With consideration regarding the offered statement located on page 123,  ¶3,  All descendants of the 

original, historical, current and future Tolowa retain inherent cultural rights pertaining to use and access 

of gathering, hunting, fishing, and related traditional activities includes (but is not limited to) Del Norte 

County, CA. 

*Tolowa jurisdictional and tribal territory is as follows:  

The Tolowa Nation tribal area is located between Sixes River, Oregon in the north to Wilson Creek, 

California in the south and east inland just past an area known as Big Flat, California. Tolowa territory 

consists of 955 sq. miles of area, this includes 32 miles of Pacific Ocean coastline and 35 miles of river 

access along the Smith River watershed. Geography dictated the tribal boundaries (Slagle). 

(A legal definition of Tolowa Nation’s geographic political boundaries can be located in governing 

document of the Constitution and bylaws) 

4. Land‐Sea Interactions, p. 49, ¶1: “Important…interactions…studying associations …may impact the 

effectiveness of an MPA of MPA network in meeting its objectives.  

Tolowa Nation’s CGPR: The “objectives” of the MPA in the above offered statement (as well as any 

objective of this entire proposal) are vague, unclear, fuzzy and otherwise ill‐defined throughout the 

document.  

4. Land‐Sea Interactions, p. 49, ¶3, bullet 4 (of 4): “socioeconomic interactions between land and sea at 

the coastal margin where degraded water and sediment quality (e.g., leading to beach closures or 

seasonal bans) may affect ecotourism and management of environments” 

Tolowa Nation’s CGPR: This “classification” of “land‐sea interaction” is considered a surreptitious, 

unnecessarily wordy way of saying: “Common people who use the area will pollute it and will get in the 

way of those of us who want exclusive access to the resources for personal/corporate profit and gain” 

7.1.4 Native American Jurisdiction and Treaty Rights: See the section as offered in its entirety. 

Tolowa Nation’s CGPR: The Native American Jurisdictional status of Tolowa Nation is not justified by the 

inadequate definition offered in this section. The failure to recognize Tolowa Nation as a Native 
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American sovereign nation by the State of California and the federal government is not sufficiently 

reasonable to exclude Tolowa Nation’s right to participation in the planning process.  

In conclusion, the objectives and purposes of the MPLA Initiative are unacceptable in the current state 

as offered by the MPLA Initiative Draft Regional Profile.  The entire document, from beginning to end, 

seems to provide sufficient as well as a few questionable statistics and informational data.  Yet nowhere 

is an absolute definition of what is offered for public consideration, other than the impression that the 

State of California, with consideration to the MPA, may or may not be concerned, and may or may not 

be acting upon, the MPLA initiative. This is disconcerting from not only an indigenous/tribal/cultural 

perspective but from that of a public citizen in general.  

The protection and management of the environment and non‐human inhabitants are of concern for all 

members of today’s society. This includes our responsibility for future generations. If any action should 

be implemented by the local, state, federal and global citizens it should be societal and individual efforts 

to aggressively reduce the grotesque appetite of the disposable consumer mentality which is depleting 

the planets resources. 

 

Source cited 

Slagle, Al Logan. Tolowa Nation Petition for Federal Recognition prepared for submission to the United 
States Department of Interior. California, Humboldt State University Central Services, 1985. 
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